
Algonquin Eco Watch 

Response to the Algonquin Eco Watch Spring 2011 Annual Update  

(By: Linda Leckie, member of the Algonquin Eco Watch Board of Directors)  

 

The Algonquin Eco Watch Annual Board of Directors Update (Spring, 

2011) reported that the “Present Logging Methods in Algonquin Park are 

not Sustainable” and included an aerial photograph (taken in 2009) to show 

heavy cutting in a red pine stand north of Radiant Lake. The full-page image, 

along with an accompanying article, were used to express Algonquin Eco 

Watch’s major concern - that the current Forest Management Plan (FMP) 

“reflects a primary commitment to produce wood, not a commitment to 

maintaining the health of the Algonquin Park Ecosystem” (2011 Spring 

Algonquin  Eco Watcher).  

Shortly after the publication was circulated, Algonquin Eco Watch received 

feedback from two long-time members expressing their belief that the 

photograph was misleading in nature and some of the statements that were 

made about current forest management practice in Algonquin Park were 

inaccurate.  Algonquin Eco Watch has always believed that more can be 

accomplished through cooperation rather than with an antagonistic manner, 

and, with that in mind, invited both of the concerned members to join the 

Algonquin Eco Watch Board of Directors at their annual meeting in 

Algonquin Park in August.  

Jeff Muzzi (Manager of Forestry Service) and Lacey Rose (Forester), both 

representing Renfrew County, presented to the Algonquin Eco Watch Board 



their critique of the Spring 2011 Update. Following their address, a 

productive question and answer period ensued with participation from all 

Board members. Board members, Dr. David Euler and Mike Wilton have 

since corresponded with Mr. Muzzi and Ms. Rose to discuss their 

differences concerning sustainability and how that concept applies to the 

Forest Management Plan for Algonquin Park.   

Mr. Ernie Martelle, Algonquin Park Superintendent from 1988-1997, 

described the relationship between Algonquin Park and logging as “intricate 

and tempestuous” (Algonquin Harvest, D. Lloyd). Mr. Don Lloyd’s latest 

book Algonquin Harvest – History of the McRae Lumber Company 

provides a very thorough treatment of the history of logging in Algonquin 

and chronicles the stormy conflicts between Algonquin’s many stakeholders 

and the logging industry. Algonquin Eco Watch is not opposed to logging. 

We respect the long tradition and the community support logging provides. 

Logging can be a positive activity if conducted with respect for the 

ecosystems and the fish and wildlife these ecosystems support.  

Algonquin Eco Watch’s Goal Statement is “To assess, protect and sustain 

the Algonquin Ecosystem for the future.” This means conserving an 

ecological balance by avoiding the depletion of natural resources. The goal 

of Algonquin Eco Watch is to provide a strong voice to others who want the 

Park to exist 1000 years from now, much as it exists today. As Roy 

MacGregor said, this is an “exceptional piece of land which we all have a 

stake in and a duty to protect” (Algonquin Harvest, D. Lloyd). Therefore, the 

question has to be asked - is sustainability being achieved in Algonquin Park 

as a result of all the protective legislation presently available to parks in 

Ontario?  



Legislation and “best practice” can always be improved. Algonquin Eco 

Watch feels that the flagship of Ontario’s parks deserves the best and should 

be managed to the highest standard. Algonquin should be the leading 

example of a vision that makes a compatible marriage of logging, recreation 

and conservation a possibility. Algonquin should be a showcase of forward-

looking management that makes sustainable forestry practices a reality. 

While many involved with logging feel these goals are currently being 

achieved, Algonquin Eco Watch does not agree.  

In writing to Algonquin Eco Watch, Mr. Muzzi and Ms. Rose hoped that the 

information in their June 24, 2011 letter would reach all of the members of 

Eco Watch. To this end you can find their letter posted on this website. In 

addition you will also find the minutes from the August 18, 2011 Board of 

Directors Meeting and the recent correspondence between Mr. Muzzi, Ms. 

Rose, Dr. Euler and Mike Wilton. It is Algonquin Eco Watch’s aim, as it 

was the hope of Mr. Muzzi and Ms. Rose, that by considering all of this 

information, those who are interested in the sustainability and wellbeing of 

Algonquin’s forests will draw their own conclusions.  

Whatever your conclusions about Algonquin Park, and its resources, we 

welcome comments and contributions to our discussion. Contact us at RR#1, 

Spring Bay, Ontario. POP 2BO or 1-888-894-TREE (8733).  

 

 

 

 


